                                                            REPORT

 CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON YOUTH POLICY 
“RECONSTRUCTION OF YOUTH IN SOUTH EAST EUROPE – RECOGNITION, IDENTITY, ACCESS AND INCLUSION”

                                                   Sofia – 6 – 8 June 2005

Following an invitation of the Ministry of Youth and Sports of the Republic of Bulgaria, the Council of Europe, the European Commission, the Stability Pact for South East Europe, supported by the Greek Presidency of the South East European Cooperation Process, 40  participants gathered for a Consultative Meeting on Youth Policy in South East Europe from 6-8 June in Sofia. Participants jointly underline the cross-sectoral character of youth policy and the outstanding importance of non-formal and informal learning for young people in the region. They represent governments, youth organisations, agencies and foundations, united in their support of the core values of the Council of Europe, the aims and objectives of regional cooperation, increased mobility and bi- and multilateral youth exchanges as promoted by the Stability Pact, and they see the European Union as their future space of democratic security, social justice, economic wealth and citizenship.

After years of cooperation and support of the donors’ community within the Stability Pact a gap concerning cooperation in the youth field in the region had opened. Participants at the meeting intend to fill that gap. They have exchanged, by way of a critical analysis, strengths and weaknesses of their work in the youth field, they have identified challenges and opened avenues for future cooperation. Again they are united in their dedication to create access for young people to education, employment and a meaningful and fulfilled life and they insist on following a policy of social inclusion for young people in the region. They warmly welcome the intention of the Council of Europe to run a campaign with young people on “Participation, Human Rights and Diversity” and announce their active support. 

Participants recommend:

On youth policy:

· to give priority to the following objectives to youth policy in South East Europe: (1) social inclusion (2) equality of opportunity (3) transparency and visibility of policies for young people (4) understanding of  youth policy as a policy domain for and by young people (5) sustainability of support to programmes and projects and of funding to NGOs  
· to lobby for greater recognition of youth policy

· to understand youth policy as an interaction between research, civil society and public administration, to support research and evidence based youth policy and to enable the sharing of results (e.g. European Knowledge Centre)

· to  make young people aware of their own interests, i.e. of youth issues and to involve young politicians in youth policy development

· to share good examples and practices in the field of youth legislation

· to support young adults to engage as youth leaders

· to promote youth entrepreneurship and employment programmes, including practical trainings

· to suggest the co-ordination of donors on sustainable youth programmes and NGO support

· to promote co-management between civil society and public authority on youth items

On regional, cross-border and local youth co-operation

· to implement the Charter of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europeon on youth participation in Local and Regional Life

· to support decentralised youth networks in Europe

· to enhance regional co-operation on employment and trafficking

· to introduce a regional dimension to national  youth policy action plans

· to continue the training of youth stakeholders at local  and regional level

· to improve the co-operation between international NGOs, local NGOs and the government

· to provide more funding for cross border and cross ethnic projects

· to engage and empower young people in the design and implementation of actvities in local communities 

On education and training

· to create a South East European Youth Centre

· to stimulate a culture of co-operation between formal, informal and non-formal education providers   

· to combat corruption in the education systems in the region

· to provide regional youth exchanges within European Voluntary Service

· to promote youth work issues as part of Life Long Learning

· to develop cross regional models on non-formal education/learning

· to enlarge the training provision by: (1) increasing opportunities for youth and social worker training (2) creating an Advance Training for Trainers (ATTE) course for South East Europe (3) providing management, also fundraising and financial management, courses in the region (4) promoting training to successfully participate in voluntary service activities

· to promote voluntary service, voluteering and youth services 

· to promote Human Rights Education, tolerance education and training in combating discrimination

On information

· to link existing databases in order to create a regional youth information system
· to provide joint publications on best practices in the youth field

· to arrive at a more structured information sharing through networking

· to develop a coherent youth information policy for the region

On Europe

· to enable the region to fully participate in the youth programme of the EU

· to stronger attach South East Europe to the European integration agenda

· to encourage European institutions to stronger insist on the common youth agendas to be respected and followed in the member states

· to encourage youth policy peer reviews in the region, including peers from other European regions

· to fight for a more flexible practice of dealing with visas, thus enabeling European youth mobility

More particularly they adress some of these recommendation directly to the stakeholders. This list is not identical with the general recommendations, it is more focussed and takes the practical possibilities for action of stakeholders into consideration.
Recommendations :

To the Council of Europe 

· to continue its successful policy on training of young people in international settings and in the region and to include trainers from the region in the trainers’ pool

· to re-introduce a system of giving small grants to youth projects in SEE through the European Youth Foundation
· to give South East Europe, within the work priorities 2006-2008, a cross-cutting significance both within international activities and in national and regional measures as suggested in the youth policy advisory missions so far undertaken to Slovenia, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina

· to consider the region as a prominent area of tolerance education within the forthcoming campaign of “Participation, Human Rights and Diversity”, and to foresee a meeting on this item in the region by late September 2005. 

· to actively promote Human Rights Education by giving  full support to the COMPASS process

To the Council of Europe and the European Commission

· to look into the possibility with the intention to arrive at a possible result in 2006 to include South East Europe as a region in the Partnership Agreement on training, research and EUROMED cooperation, exactly in analogy to the EUROMED region and with similar objectives. First steps could be the inclusion in the European Knowledge Centre and increased citizenship training

To the European Commission

· to advise governments on the creation of agencies allowing for full participation in the YOUTH programme, with a view of strengthening regional cooperation

· to include sustainability into the objectives of their youth programme, both with regard to the character to the projects submitted as to the sustainability of project carriers

· to map out the manifold ways of the European Union actively supporting young people in the area on the issues of mobility, education , employment, youth policy and training with the intention to bridge a possible gap between candidate countries, programme countries and non-member countries
· to pursue their efforts to support the SALTO-youth resource centre for South East Europe in Ljubljana and to equally support other initiatives of the same kind provided that these are linked, communicate and produce synergy

To the Stability Pact 

· to continue to give prominence to youth issues within Working Table 1 and to consider a task force on youth to report to the Working Table
To the Central European Initiative

· to take note of the recommendations of the meeting and lend its active support to their implementation

To the GTZ

· to continue their exemplary and successful training of youth officers at local level as in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo and to spread the experience further in the region

To the Intercultural Centre, Vienna

· to continue the valuable work on the network (youthnet) and to explore the possibility to hold a South East Europe Coference of municipalities, governments and youth stakeholders in 2006  in Austria

Participants commit themselves and, to the extent possible, their governments and sending organisations to look continuously into the implementation of the proposed measures and to continue developing these.

They will see to this at the occasion of forthcoming events like 

· a South East European Conference of Youth Ministers to be invited for by the Greek Presidency of the South East European Cooperation Process in early 2006 

· a regional NGO meeting linked to this conference

· a meeting of parliamentarians of the region

· a conference of municipalities, governments and youth stakeholders to be held in Austria in 2006

· a Council of Europe Conference on Young People in South East Europe in summer 2006

Participants underline that even if much has been done between 2000 and 2004, it is not in four years that sustainable cycles of training of young people. can be created, that youth policies can take effect, and that access and inclusion for young people can be assured.

The real work is still to come.

Sofia, 8 June 2005 
