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PERFORMANCE 
as the tool for social (youth) action
Regarding our experience in youth work previous years, we notices that young people can be active and make sustainable changes mainly if they are part of some public institutions or a political party. The problem is that this forms are active citizenship are not interesting for young people and as a result, fewer and fewer people are taking part in elections or joining political parties, trades unions and even NGOs. At the same time small independent initiative of young people, which means unrestrained activism, is rarely stimulated by the state and the local community.

Similar experience has organizations that we collaborate with in other countries in Europe (Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia...). So we think that it is important to empower young people and those who work with them (youth leader, artists...) to express themselves freely and independently using the techniques that will impact the wider community and media. We think that young people have lot to say, and that performance, as contemporary form of expressing, gives a possibility for more freely way of communication with surrounding.

This training will offer youth workers and young artist who work with youth the skills on how to use the performances as the tool for work with young people and the way on how youth organizations can address important social subjects through active citizenship. The participants would be trained to use the performances in big events, in the street, in a subway and in any place where bug number of young people are present. That way, performances become an important tool for advocacy and awareness rising.
The objectives

· Foster greater understanding of notion and principles of Performance.

· Provide techniques and skills necessary for implementing Performance, as a tool to deal with important issues for young people in targeted countries
· Provide techniques necessary for transposition of impressions and knowledge (about position of youth in targeted countries) into the concept for Performance
· Train participants to create a performances suited for a particular community’s interests and concerns designed to reflect on and imagine possibilities for constructive social change 
· Train participants how to apply these performance skills for social actions on in the street, in a subway etc.
· Promote participation of youth as a model for local actions in targeted countries

· Explore position of youth in Serbia, Macedonia, Slovenia, and Romania

· Develop and implement a Performance in Serbia

· Develop draft version of performances that can be implemented in targeted countries in the future

The theme(s) of the project, 

This training aims at providing the participants with knowledge and concrete skills on how to create Performances in work with youth, and how to use it as a tool of addressing important issues for young people. 

The main topics of training are:

· Introduction in Performance – notion, principals, and characteristics

· Status and position of youth in Serbia, Macedonia, Slovenia, and Romania – impressions, researches...

· Inspiration in social phenomenon

· Courage to speak about social problems and challenges

· Articulation of idea and developing a concept for Performance

· Preparing and showing a Performance – what is important to think about

Dates and palce

21st-28th of May, Belgrade, Serbia.

Working language

English
The working methods,  

The intensive training as this will provide participants with variety of skills and tools that will complement their knowledge and draw on their professional development and behavior as youth workers/leaders and young artists in the field of performance, that would like to address important social issues. 

The practical level of the seminar (preparing and showing the performance) will be the chance for participants to practice everything that they will learn during the training. 

Participants
Will come from 3 countries + Serbia. We expect 6 participants per country.
Expenses that will be covered for Serbian participants:

· One meal per day

· Coffee and mineral water during the breaks
There is no participation fee. Working language is English.
The participants should be young artists and youth workers who are interested in performance and in working with youth. The selection of the participants will be according to following criteria:
1. At least 18 years old 

2. Able to work and communicate in English; 

3. Experienced in work with youth and/or Experienced in performance as an art form (or willing to learn about it)

4. Has strong motivation for further development, experience

5. Is able to attend the full duration of training 

6. Would like in future to work with young people to use performance in social actions

“Hajde da...” Group , Kneza Danila 12/84, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia

phone/fax: +381 11 3240 425
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